	His Excellency 
Mr Benjamin Netanyahu, Prime Minister 
Office of the Prime Minister 
3 Kaplan St. / PO Box 187
Kiryat Ben-Gurion 
Jerusalem 91950 
I S R A E L
	Kopie an: BOTSCHAFT des Staates Israel  
Herrn Botschafter Yakov Hadas-Handelsman
Auguste-Viktoria-Str. 74-76
14193 Berlin
DEUTSCHLAND
Fax:   0049 - 30 - 8904 5309


 GERMANY, Sept. 2016 
Your Excellency, 
Human rights defender, Mr Imad Abu Shamsiyya, ontinues to receive threats and harassment over his role in documenting crimes committed by Israeli occupying forces. 
Mr Imad Abu Shamsiyya is a long-standing activist in Palestine and volunteer at B'Tselem. He is also the founder of the Human Rights Defenders Group, a non partisan group that aims to document and expose violations of international law and injustice against families in areas of conflict under Israeli occupation. 
On 26 August 2016, the human rights defender received a message in Hebrew on his Facebook account, saying, "It is the time to be killed. You are a source of danger for the settlers of Tel-Rumeida". Furthermore, a video in Hebrew was also circulated on the Internet, accusing Mr Imad Abu Shamsiyya and his family of being terrorists.. 
The human rights defender has repeatedly received death threats since March 2016. Pictures and printed t-shirts of Mr Imad Abu Shamsiyya and his family, calling for their murder, have also reportedly been circulating throughout Israeli settlements in Hebron. The human rights defender reported these incidents to the Israeli police but no actions have been taken yet to protect him and his family. 
Mr Imad Abu Shamsiyya and his family have been subjected to physical attacks, raids on their family home, and repeated arrests. In May 2015, Mr Imad Abu Shamsiyya's family home was subjected to an attempted arson attack by settlers in the middle of the night. In March 2015, a group of soldiers invaded his family home, searched the house and confiscated the family's computer hard disk and a memory card containing footage filmed by B'Tselem volunteers.  This is why I urge the authorities to: 
1.  Immediately take all necessary measures to ensure the physical and psychological security   of human rights defender Mr Imad Abu Shamsiyya and his family; 
2.  Launch a full and impartial investigation into the threats made against Mr Imad Abu Shamsiyya and his family, with a view to publishing the results  and bringing those responsible to justice in accordance with international standards; 
3.  Guarantee in all circumstances that all human rights defenders in the Occupied Palestinian Territories are able to carry out their legitimate human rights activities without fear of reprisals and free of all restrictions. 
Respectfully,
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